




















Treatment process for combination therapy  
People with genotype (or strain) 1, 4, 5 or 6 who are eligible for 48 weeks of treatment may only continue 
treatment after the �rst 12 weeks if the PCR test results show the virus has either:
• Become undetectable; or
• The viral load has decreased by at least a 2 log drop (a 2 log drop means two zeros have been reduced 
from the viral load measurement).

People with genotype 1, 4, 5 or 6 who are PCR positive at week 12 but have attained at least a 2 log drop in 
viral load may only continue treatment after 24 weeks if the virus is not detectable by PCR test at week 24. 
Similarly, people with genotype 2 or 3 with cirrhosis or bridging fibrosis may only continue treatment 
after 24 weeks if the virus is not detectable by a PCR test at week 24. PCR quantitative tests at week 12 
are unnecessary for people with genotype 2 and/or 3 due to their higher likelihood of early viral response.

 
Genotype 2 or 3 treatment process 

 
Before 
treatment 

 Quantitative PCR test 
 
 

 

Week 0  START of treatment 
 
 

 

Week 24 Non-cirrhotic 
 
 

STOP treatment 
 
 

Qualitative PCR test  

 Cirrhotic/bridging �brosis 
 
 
Qualitative PCR test  

 Negative (no virus detected) 

Consider continuing 
treatment

 
 

 

POSITIVE (virus is still 
present) 
 
STOP treatment 

Week 48 Follow-up PCR test STOP treatment
 
 

 
 

Week 72  Follow-up PCR test  

Qualitative PCR test:  tests for the presence or absence of virus in the blood 
Quantitative PCR test:  tests for the level (amount) of virus present in the blood (the ‘viral load’)  

  

 
Genotype 1, 4, 5 or 6 treatment process 

 
Before treatment Quantitative PCR test  

 
 

 

Week 0 START of treatment 
 

 

 

Week 12 Quantitative PCR test 
 

Virus undetectable or at least a 2 log 
drop in viral load: treatment continues 

 
 

 
Less than 2 log drop in 

viral load STOP treatment 

Week 24 Qualitative PCR test 
 

NEGATIVE (no virus detected): 
treatment continues 

 
 

 
POSITIVE (virus is still 

present) 
 

STOP treatment 

Week 48 STOP treatment 
 

 

 

Week 72 Follow-up qualitative PCR test 
 

 

 
Qualitative PCR test:  tests for the presence or absence of virus in the blood 
Quantitative PCR test:  tests for the level (amount) of virus present in the blood (the ‘viral load’) 
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GETTING TO KNOW 

Special 
Circumstances 
Court/Program 

Q: What is the Special  
Circumstances Program?  
A: Program designed to provide 
sentencing options that take in to 
considerations the reaons why you 
committed the crime. 
 

Q: Who qualifies for this program? 

A: You qualify if you: 
 Are Homeless or at risk of being 

homeless 
 Have mental health issues 
 Plead Guilty or No Contest 
 Have commited a public order, 

drug, theft, or property damage 
offence 

 

Q: How do I apply for the program? 

A: Contact the Court Liason Office 
(contact details provided in brochure). 
 

Q: What if I don‛t attend court? 

A: A warrant may be issued by the court 
to arrest you. 
 

Q: What if I want to quit the program? 

A: You can quit the program without 
penalty.  However you will have to re- 
attend court to be re-sentenced. 

A 
Q & 

Where
 
To

 

Go?

 

Brisbane Magistrate Court 

– 

Special 
Circumstances 
Court

 

Court 18, 5th Floor 
363 George Street, Brisbane, QLD, 4001 

Phone: (07) 3247 5598 
Fax: (07) 3247 5569 

Website: www.courts.qld.gov.au 

“Helping you make positive 
changes in your life” 

Artwork and concept by OZ.
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Legal Aid 
Contact to apply for free legal 
representation or for legal advice. 
Website: www.legalaid.qld.gov.au 
Phone: 1300 651 188 (cost of local call) 
Email: feedback@legalaid.qld.gov.au 

Where can I get help? 

 Dress neatly 
 Bags are scanned on the way into 

the building. Make sure you do not 
take any sharp/dangerous objects 

 Arrive to court on time 
 Bring a person for support 
 Wait outside the court room until 

your case is called 
 Sit quietly 
 Turn off your mobile phone 

 No eating, drinking, smoking or 
chewing gum 

 Stand whenever the deposition clerk 
says ‘all rise‛. This is when the 
magistrate enters or leaves the 
courtroom 

 Address the judge as ‘your honour‛ 
 Bow your head to acknowledge the 

court every time you enter or leave 
the courtroom 

 Do not make any audio or visual 
recordings (unless permitted by a 
magistrate) 

RULES BEFORE AND 
DURING THE COURT

Court Network 
Contact for more information on what happens in 
court & support. 
Website: www.courtnetwork.com.au 
Phone: 1800 267 671 
Email: brisbane@courtnetwork.com.au 

Court Liaison Officer 
Contact for support before & during the hearing.
Email: HPCDP@justice.qld.gov.au 
Phone number: (07) 3006 2542 
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 Hepatitis A 

HAV 
Hepatitis B 

HBV 
Hepatitis C 

HCV 
 

What is it? 
 
 

•  A virus that causes 
in�ammation of the liver; 

•  It does not lead to 
chronic (long term) liver 
disease 

 
 

•  A virus that causes 
in�ammation of the liver; 

•  Chronic for around 5% of 
adults who contract HBV; 

•  Chronic for around 90-
95% of newborns who 
contract HBV at birth; 

•  Can lead to cirrhosis and 
liver cancer in chronic 
cases 

•  A virus that causes 
in�ammation of the liver; 

•  Chronic for around 75% 
of people who contract 
HCV; 

•  Can lead to cirrhosis and 
liver cancer in chronic 
cases 

 
 

 
How long is the 
incubation or 

window period? 

•  From 2-7 weeks; 
•  The average is 4 weeks 
 
 
 
 

•  From 6-26 weeks; 
•  The average is 8-12 

weeks 
 
 
 

•   From 2-26 weeks; 
•   The average is 6-9 weeks

 
How is it 

transmitted? 
 
 

•  By faecal-oral contact; 
•  Contaminated food and 

water; 
•  Contaminated hand to 

mouth contact 
 
 

•  Blood-to-blood contact; 
•  Sexual contact; 
•  From a HBV-positive 

mother to her newborn 
baby (vertical 
transmission) 

•  Blood-to-blood contact; 
•  From a HCV-positive 

mother to her newborn 
baby (low risk) 

 
 

 
What 

behaviours 
place people at 

risk? 
 
 

•  The unwashed hands of 
a person with HAV 
coming into contact with 
food; 

•  Intimate or sexual 
contact with a person 
with HAV (e.g. oral/anal 
sex); 

•  Travel in developing 
countries 

•  Sexual contact with a 
person who has HBV; 

•  Use of contaminated 
equipment when injecting 
drugs; 

•  Skin penetration (e.g. 
tattooing or body 
piercing) with 
contaminated equipment 

•  People born in countries 
of high HBV background 
prevalence 

 
 

•  Use of contaminated 
equipment when injecting 
drugs; 

•  Skin penetration (e.g. 
tattooing or body piercing) 
with contaminated 
equipment; 

•  Receiving blood products 
(prior to 1990 in 
Australia); 

•  People born in countries 
of high HCV background 
prevalence 

Incubation period: from time of exposure until onset of disease 
Window period: from time of exposure until antibodies can be detected 

 
What are the 
symptoms in 
acute (short 

term) infection? 
 
 

•  Adults may have light 
coloured faeces, dark 
urine, fatigue, jaundice 
(yellowing of the eyes 
and skin), nausea, 
vomiting, abdominal pain 
or discomfort and loss of 
appetite; 

•  Some people, especially 
young children, may 
have no symptoms 

•  Adults may have light 
coloured faeces, dark 
urine, fatigue, jaundice 
(yellowing of the eyes 
and skin), nausea, 
vomiting, abdominal pain 
or discomfort and loss of 
appetite; 

•  Most people experience 
some symptoms 

 

•  Adults may have light 
coloured faeces, dark 
urine, fatigue, jaundice 
(yellowing of the eyes 
and skin), nausea, 
vomiting, abdominal 
pain or discomfort and 
loss of appetite; 

•  People may experience 
a range of symptoms, 
however they are 
usually mild 

What are the 
symptoms in 

chronic 
infection? 

•  NONE; 
•  HAV is an acute (short 

term) infection 
 

•  Fatigue, nausea, muscle 
aches and pains, 
abdominal discomfort and 
jaundice 

•  Fatigue, nausea, muscle 
aches and pains and 
abdominal discomfort  

 

 
What treatment 

is available? 
 
 

•  Not necessary; 
•  Some people may 

require hospitalisation if 
symptoms are severe 
enough 

•  Pegylated interferon; 
•  Anti-viral medication; 
•  Some people choose to 

use complementary 
therapies for symptom 
management 

•  Combination therapy 
with pegylated interferon 
and ribavirin; 

•  Some people choose to 
use complementary 
therapies for symptom 
management 

Is there a 
vaccine 

available? 

•  Yes; 
•  It is safe and e�ective 
 

•  Yes; 
•  It is safe and e� ective; 
•  It is part of universal 

childhood vaccinations 

•  No available vaccine 
 
 

 
What are 

methods of 
prevention? 

 
 

•  Vaccination; 
•  Immunoglobulin within 

two (2) weeks following 
exposure to HAV; 

•  Washing hands with 
soap and water after 
going to the toilet, and 
before eating or handling 
food; 

•  If travelling to developing 
countries, consider 
vaccination and seek 
advice on food and water 
risks 

•  Avoid blood-to-blood 
contact; 

•  Vaccination; 
•  Do not re-use or share 

any injecting equipment; 
•  Immunoglobulin within 72 

hours following exposure; 
•  Practice safe sex; 
•  Follow standard infection 

control precautions; 
•  Avoid sharing personal 

items, which can transfer 
blood between people; 

•  Seek medical advice for 
any accidental exposure 

•  Avoid blood-to-blood 
contact; 

•  Do not re-use or share 
any injecting equipment; 

•  Follow standard 
infection control 
precautions for �rst aid; 

•  Avoid sharing personal 
items (e.g. toothbrushes 
and razors), which can 
allow the transfer of 
blood from one person 
to another; 

•  Seek medical advice for 
any accidental exposure 
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For more information www.hepqld.asn.au or Hepatitis Queensland info line 1800 648 491

There are important 
differences between  
hepatitis A, B and C,  
especially in relation 
to how they are 
transmitted and the 
best way to protect 
yourself from 
exposure  
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QuIHN offers a range of counselling and 
support services across our Brisbane, 
Gold Coast and Sunshine Coast 
offices.  We provide client-focussed 
services to assist people with substance 
use reduction, cessation or relapse 
prevention as well as support around 
mental health concerns and any other 
support needs clients identify. 

In addition to individual support services, 
QuIHN offers a range of group programs.  
Groups respond to the varying needs of 
clients.  The groups we currently offer 
include:

•	Maise (Brisbane) / Changing 
Habits (Sunshine Coast) / Positive 
Changes (Gold Coast) – a 
psychosocial education group 
aimed at supporting clients to 
address their substance use and 
mental health concerns

•	MudMaps – a weekly group held 
in Brisbane to support clients who 
are contemplating changes in 
their drug use

•	Womens Circle – an informal, non-
judgemental and child-friendly 
support group for women held in 
Brisbane

The Parent, Child and Family Support 
Program (PCF) provides counselling, 
education, support and advocacy for 
parents, children and significant others or 
carers affected by mental health and / or 
drug use issues.   

In addition to individual support, the PCF 
program provides group work support to 
address parenting issues and / or child 
protection concerns.  The Treehouse 
groups are run across the Brisbane, 
Gold Coast and Sunshine Coast offices, 
with an additional weekly support group 
available in Brisbane.

QuIHN responds to the needs of 
significant others via individual support 
and workshops.  The Significant Other 
Support (SOS) workshop is for those 
who care for and support people with 
drug use and related mental health 
concerns.  This workshop is provided in 
the Brisbane, Gold Coast and Sunshine 
Coast offices.











Beaudesert Hospital
64 Tina St, Beaudesert
3837 5614
Open 24 hours 7 days

Beenleigh Community 
Health Centre
10-18 Mt Warren Blvd, 
Mount Warren Park 4207  ph.3290 9811
Open Mon to Fri 8.30am - 4.40pm

Caboolture Community 
Health [pp]
McKean St, Caboolture
5433 8300
Open Mon to Fri 8am - 4.30pm
AH Needle Dispensing Machine

Biala [pp]
270 Roma St, Brisbane
3837 5613
Open 24 hours 7 days

Brisbane Youth Service
14 Church St, Fortitude Valley
3252 3750
Open Mon to Fri 9am -12pm, 1pm - 4pm

Inala Community Health [pp]
64 Wirraway Pde inala
3275 5300
Open Mon to Fri 8.30am - 5pm

Ipswich Sexual Health [pp]
Ipswich Health Plaza, 21 Bell St, 
Ipswich ph. 3817 2428
Open M, T, W, F 8 - 4.30pm
Thurs 8.00-5.30pm 
AH Needle Dispensing Machine

Redcliffe Comm. Health 
Centre [pp]

Redcliffe Health Campus,
181 Anzac Avenue, Kippa-ring
3897 6300
Open Mon to Fri 8am - 4.30pm

QuIHN Brisbane [pp]
89-101 Gipps St, Fortitude Valley
3620 8112
Open Mon to Fri 9am - 5pm

Redlands Comm. Health
Weippin St, Cleveland
3488-3200
Open 24 hours 7 days 
(needle dispensing machine AH)

Wynnum Hospital
Whites Rd, Lota
3893-8100
Open 24 hours 7 days 
(needle dispensing machine AH)

Strathpine
Pine Rivers Community Team 
568 Gympie Rd, Strathpine
3817 6333
Open Mon to Fri 8.30am - 5pm

North West Community Health
49 Corrigan St, Keperra
3335 888
Open Mon to Fri 8.30am - 5pm

Dunwich Health Service
Marie Rose Centre Cnr Petrie and 
Oxley Parade Dunwich 
3409 9059
Open 7 days 9am - 12pm & 1pm - 4pm

Nundah Community Health
10 Nellie St, Nundah
3146 2300
Open Mon to Fri 8.30am - 5pm

Brown’s Plains 
Community Health
Crn Middle Rd & Wineglass Drv, Hillcrest
3290 8923
Open Mon to Fri 8am - 5pm

Jandowae Hospital
13 Dalby St, Jandowae
4668 5356
Open 24hrs 7 days

Proston Outpatients Clinic

Brigooda Rd, Proston,
4168 9288
Open Mon to Fri 8.30am - 11.30am

Cherbourg Hospital
Fisher St, Cherbourg

Open 24hrs 7 days
4169 8800

Gympie Community Health

20 Alfred St, Gympie

Open Mon to Fri 8.30am - 4pm
5489 8777

Noosa Community Health
14-16 Bottlebrush Ave, 

Open Mon to Fri 8am - 4.30pm
Noosa Heads ph.5449 5944

Chinchilla
Slessar St, Chinchilla
4662 8889
Open 24hrs 7 days

Tara Hospital
15 Bilton St, Tara
4678 7900
Open 24hrs 7 days

QuIHN Cotton Tree [pp]
59 Sixth Ave, Cotton Tree
5443 9576
Open Mon to Fri 8.30am - 5.00pm

Warwick Health Service
56 Locke St, Warwick

Open 24hr 7 days 
(vending machine AH)

46600 3939Laidley Rural Community 
Health
75 William St, Laidley

Open 24hr 7 days 

needle dispensing machine AH

5466 8110

Dalby Hospital 
Hospital Rd, Dalby
4669 0555
Open 24hr 7 days 
needle dispensing machine AH

Nambour [pp]
Nambour Hospital
Cnr Mapleton & Hospital Rds, Nambour
5470 6869 
Open 24hr 7 days

Texas Multipurpose 
Health Service
Mingoola Rd, Texas
4653 1233
Open Mon to Fri 8.30am - 5pm

Stanthorpe ph.4681 5251

Stanthorpe Health Services

8 McGregor Terrace, 

Open 24hr 7 days (
needle dispensing machine AH

Inglewood Hospital

Cunningham Highway, Inglewood
4652 1311
Open 24hrs 7 days

Nanango Hospital
135 Brisbane St, Nanango
4171 6700
Open 24hr 7 days

Gold Coast (Southport) [pp]
Queen St, South Port

Open Mon to Fri 10am to 4pm
5519-8777

Kilcoy Hospital
17 Brown St, Kilcoy
5422 4411
Open 24hr 7 days

QuIHN – Gold Coast [pp]
Unit 12 89 - 99 West Burleigh Rd, 
Burleigh Heads

Open Mon to Weds 8.30am - 8pm, 
Thurs 8.30am - 9pm Fri 8.30am -10pm

5520 7900

Toowoomba Sexual Health
Peachy St, Toowoomba

4616 6446
Open 24hr 7 days 
(needle dispensing machine AH)

Caloundra
West Trc, Caloundra
5436 8550
Open Mon to Fri 8am – 4.30pm Palm Beach Community Health 

[pp]

9, Fifth, Ave, Palm Beach
5525 5600
Open Mon to Fri 8.30am - 5pm

Wondai Health Service
43 Scott Street, Wondai

Open 24hr 7 days 
4169 2600

Dalby - Goondir
1 New St, Dalby
4662 6199
Open Mon to Thu 8.30am - 4.45pm
Fri 8am - 12pm

Kingaroy Community Health

166 Youngman St, Kingaroy
4162 9220
Open Mon to Fri 8.30am - 5.00pm

5424-4600

Esk Hospital
30 Highlands St, Esk

Open 24hr 7 days

Logan Central Community 
Health [pp]
97-103 Wembley Rd, Woodridge
3290 8923
Open Mon to Fri 8am - 4.30pm

Murgon Hospital
Coronation Drive, Murgon

Open 24hrs 7 days
4169 9600

Maleny Memorial Hospital
17 Bean St, Maleny
5420 5000
Open 24hr 7 days

Millmerran
50 Commens St, Millmerran

4695 1211
Open 24hr 7 days


